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Capacity Crowd at EOA 2010 
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Winners of the 2010 European Outsourcing Awards (EOA) had much to celebrate at this year’s sell-out gala dinner, as judges proclaimed the quality of nominees to be the best ever in the event’s history. As 315 attendees, representing more than 100 global companies, congregated at the luxurious 5-star surroundings of the Pavillon Dauphine, Paris (France), 11 deserving winners collected their hard-won awards in recognition of their outstanding contribution to new and significant developments in contract services. 

Dr Kevin Robinson, head of the EOA judging panel and Via Media UK Ltd’s Editorial Director commented: “As Chair of the judging panel, I was delighted with the number and quality of the submissions this year. It keeps getting better and better. I believe the EOA has grown in stature and reputation because of the calibre of the nominations, the credibility that the judging procedure brings and the rigorous process of assessing the submissions that has been in place since the very first event back in 2005. The judges bring the Quality Control aspect to the event and ensure that each nomination is given a fair chance, is objectively reviewed and provides me with genuine, reliable and tangible proof that we — as the organizers — are taking the competition every bit as seriously as the nominees.” 

Of the 10 EOA categories, Indena won the award for Best New Product with Meriva — a patented complex of curcumin with soy phosphatidylcholine. “We’re very pleased to receive this award,” said Christian Artaria, Indena Marketing Director and Head of Functional Food Development, receiving the prize. “It is a recognition of real teamwork. In fact, the challenge represented by the poor bioavailability of curcumin was solved in a clinically validated way, characterized by a dietary approach (complexation with soy phospholipid) and a competitive price compared with plain, unformulated curcumin. Indena has structured a plan of research and industrial collaborations with several partners, ranging from R&D institutions, private companies, hospitals and private clinics. The transparent, flexible and open approach with all the partners involved in each stage has allowed us to achieve optimal results in a relatively short time, exceeding the expectations and the targets agreed.”

DSM Pharmaceutical Products won the Most Improved Plant/Process/Facility category with its submission “Achieving substantial carbon dioxide footprint reduction for the scale up of a drug intermediate.” André de Vries, PhD, Competence Manager for Homogeneous Catalysis at DSM, explained: “This project involved scientists covering all relevant areas of organic process development, including biocatalysis and homogeneous catalysis. More than 10 new routes were identified, of which several had less than five chemical steps to achieve the desired compound. In this way, DSM as the contract manufacturer is contributing to extend the sustainability of the product using innovation to decrease the eco-footprint associated with continued manufacturing.” 

This year’s EOA honoured joint winners for the category Best Contract Analytical Project. SGS Life Science Services is pleased with the award and describes its project as a real team effort. The company strives to both maintain the current needs of its customers and to be receptive to future customer and regulatory demands. Winning this award recognizes these accomplishments.

Peter Burrows, Director of International Development, Ceuta Healthcare Ltd, stated: “Ceuta Healthcare was delighted to be shortlisted and win an award for Best New Partnership. The quality of entries and shortlisted companies in all categories was extremely high, which made our award even more special. The EOA is an excellent event to increase the profile of outsource service providers and the benefits that this growing business model can bring to larger organizations in our industry.”

On winning the category Supply Chain Management, Gabor Kovacs, General Manager, Agility Hungary said: “Getting this award is a great honor for our continuous efforts in the set up of the Kedrion supply chain solution model during the past year. It was a great feeling having a satisfied customer on our side at the ceremony.”
High praise is also given to the companies that were shortlisted in each of the award categories as their submissions helped to put the judges through their paces: Shasun Pharma Solutions Ltd, Thermo Fisher Scientific, Haupt Pharma, Solvias AG, Baxter Healthcare Corporation, Naturex, Eirgen Pharma and QUMAS, Brecon Pharmaceuticals, Reig Jofre Group, Synco Bio Partners, Recipharm AB, Medidata Solutions, Perceptive Informatics and ERT.
The organizers would like to extend their sincere thanks to the 32 sponsors who supported this year’s event and single out the Headline Sponsor, Catalent Pharma Solutions, Primary Sponsors, Pfizer, SAFC and Nycomed, and Patheon for sponsoring the gala dinner. We are extremely grateful for their involvement and endorsement. As demands in outsourcing continue to increase, companies are afforded the opportunity to offer more efficient operations and innovative products. This trend, coupled with the extraordinary submissions received this year, paves the way for an outstanding 2011 EOA in Frankfurt (Germany) on 26 October. For more information, visit www.europeanoutsourcingawards.com.

Event Organizers

Via Media UK Ltd is a dynamic new media company that specializes in producing high quality publications — both printed and digital — for the supply chain, auto identification, nutraceutical and functional food, pharmaceutical, biopharmaceutical and life science industries. As well as securing a reputation for producing quality B2B magazines, Via Media UK Ltd’s subsidiary company Via Connect is official organizer of the European Outsourcing Awards (EOA). This annual 5-star gala dinner event — launched in 2005 — is designed to recognize excellence in R&D, marketing, business and technology across the pharmaceutical outsourcing, biopharmaceutical and clinical trial industries (www.via-medialtd.com).

Via Connect is a specialist provider of sustained high-impact lead generation campaigns and events to the bio/pharmaceutical, nutraceutical and personal care industries. Our dedicated marketing and communication tools are utilized by clients to meet the varied and demanding requirements of senior level management executives in these industry verticals (www.viaconnect.co.uk).

